
The National Public Housing Museum is the first cultural institution in the United States 
dedicated to telling the story of the American experience in public housing. The Museum 
draws on the power of place and memory to preserve, promote, and propel the right of all 
people to a place where they can live and prosper–a place to call home. 

With access to housing as the most pressing and urgent need facing the country today, the 
Museum creates opportunities for visitors to understand this issue, its history and scope - 
and offers the opportunity to engage in developing innovative public policy reform that will 
reimagine the future of communities, society and the places we call home.  

We anticipate moving into our new and permanent home, the last remaining building of 
the 1937 WPA Jane Addams Homes, by 2021. 

RESTORED APARTMENTS. Three historic apartments from different generations  
of housing that engage and teach visitors about the cultural, social and economic history 
of housing.  The Museum will enable people to understand principles of urban planning 
and systemic racism in order to find new ways of approaching and addressing 
segregation. Visitors will learn to challenge perceptions of what public housing was in 
order to reimagine the future of housing for all.

CONTEMPORARY ART SPACE & ROTATING EXHIBITS. Art that highlights urgent 
housing issues in a way that expand people’s imaginations and their horizons of learning

AN ADVOCACY & ENGAGEMENT SPACE, DEMAND THE IMPOSSIBLE.  Visitors will 
participate in discussions of social justice issues and current campaigns related to 
housing to encourage their own action and meaningful civic dialogue.

STORYTELLING SPACE. Docents introduce objects and stories from public housing 
across the country to encourage empathy and emphasize the value of the everyday, 
 in a world where the exceptional and tragic have occupied the popular imagination. 

ORAL HISTORY ARCHIVE AND ORAL HISTORY CORPS. The nation’s largest archive of 
the stories of public housing residents. These stories will be featured  in podcasts, 
exhibits, research and scholarship.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP HUB. Dedicated to addressing the racial wealth gap,  
building solidarity economies and cooperatives, and creating a cultural workforce that 
will contribute to diversifying the museum profession.  

Open Hours, a pro bono consulting initiative, offers free drop-in business support for 
public housing residents provided by Chicago-based professionals, including attorneys, 
accountants, designers, etc. 

Students of the Social Justice Business School will learn the history and practice of 
starting and sustaining small businesses and cooperatives; how these businesses have and 
continue to fit into broader economic and political systems in cities; and discuss their 
community’s history of resilience, resistance, and innovation. 

After the Museum’s opening, public housing resident entrepreneurs will collectively  
own and operate a Cooperative Museum Shop at the Museum’s site in place of traditional 
museum retail.
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Museum Site: 1322 W Taylor St   
Chicago, IL 60607 
Office: 625 N Kingsbury St   
Chicago, IL 60654 
773 245 1621  
www.nphm.org




