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PRESS RELEASE 
"HOUSE HOUSING" EXHIBIT DEBUTS IN U.S. 

AS PART OF CHICAGO ARCHITECTURAL BIENNIAL 
National Public Housing Museum & Buell Center Hosts Open House October 1 

 

CHICAGO - As a program partner with the Chicago Architectural Biennial, held October 3 - January 3, 2016, the 

National Public Housing Museum (NPHM) and co-sponsor UIC Great Cities Institute, are proud to present the U.S. 

debut of "House Housing: An Untimely History of Architecture and Real Estate" at an opening preview 

reception Thursday, October 1, 2015. NPHM is especially pleased to host this exhibit within a suite of "ruin" 

apartments at its future site, the historic Jane Addams Homes. 

 

Using multiple mediums and told in 23 episodes, House Housing encourages a public, historically informed 

conversation about the intersection of architecture and real estate development. 

It posits that the laws of real estate - as they relate to such things as land 

purchase, financing, maintenance costs and the value of equity - inexorably 

shape any building component (like a window) and any building type (like a 

house). It is the kind of groundbreaking architectural project that is sure to elicit 

various ideological positions, initiate conversation and even provoke debate. 

 

NPHM is also excited to exhibit "We, Next Door," a creative and critical 

response to House Housing by Chicago teens who draw on their own 

experiences as current residents of Chicago's public housing. The teens are part of NHPM's Youth Advisory 

Council. Together these exhibitions speak of a history that is untimely due to its ability to unsettle the present. 

 

"We expect visitors to the exhibits will begin to view the architecture they see in Chicago and the real estate that 

surrounds them with a new perspective," said Todd Palmer, NPHM's curator. "In 2014 in Venice at the Biennale 

that inspired Chicago's effort, international visitors encountered the House Housing exhibition's questions about 

the distorting power of real estate on the lavish third-floor apartment of Columbia University's Casa Muraro. It 

becomes even more significant to bring these issues into the context of our building on Taylor Street, the last of 32 

still standing on 24 acres. It's telling that much of that remains still vacant - testament to the interaction of real 

estate forces and affordable housing policy. 

 

House Housing's "episodes" range from historic photographs of towers demolished by the Chicago Housing 

Authority to tax documents of Washington, D.C. affordable housing developments; from floor plans by such well-

known designers as Frank Lloyd Wright to 911 calls from a seemingly ordinary gated community in Florida. 
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NPHM has also curated "Collection, Building, Action" to complement its exhibition partnership with Buell Center 

and the Chicago Architecture Biennial. Installed in the third of three vacant apartments on the ground floor of 1322 

Taylor Street, the exhibit features artifacts from the NPHM collection, including Tenant Patrol jackets donned by 

indigenous housing leaders taking charge of their communities during the height of disinvestment in public housing 

in the 1980's and 1990's, the coffee pot from an Irish immigrant family residing in public housing in the 1940's and 

the nine-foot long sales center model of the planned but unfinished mixed-income real estate development in the 

area. Multi-media elements highlight oral histories from Jewish, African-American and Latino residents of public 

housing from Chicago to New York. The exhibition illuminates the activist work that saved the Jane Addams 

Homes. 

 

The exhibits open to the public on October 3 in partnership with the Chicago Architectural Biennial, but there will 

be an Open House preview from 2 p.m. - 5 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 1. Principals from both NPHM and Buell Center 

will be on hand, with a Q & A scheduled from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

To RSVP for the Open House, email info@nphm.org. 

 

ABOUT: 

THE NATIONAL PUBLIC HOUSING MUSEUM  

Resident leaders of the Chicago Housing Authority (CHA) wanted to find a way for their children, grandchildren, 

and the public to know more about their place in the history of the American urban experience. They were joined 

by civic leaders, preservationists, historians, and cultural experts who also wanted to create a new architectural 

landmark to recognize an important historic site. The result is NPHM, created by this diverse group's quest to 

preserve and transform the only remaining building of the historic Jane Addams Homes public housing project on 

Chicago's Near West Side. It is becoming the National Public Housing Museum, where the founders foresee the 

stories of CHA residents - told in their own words - resonating with a wide audience from across Chicago, the 

nation, and the world and sparking conversation about how policy, culture and society address related issues such 

as race and poverty. 

nphm.org @thenphm 

 

UIC GREAT CITIES INSTITUTE 

The Mission of the UIC Great Cities Institute is to link its academic resources with a range of partners to address 

urban issues by providing research, policy analysis and program development. Tied to the University of Illinois at 

Chicago Great Cities Commitment, GCI seeks to improve quality of life in Chicago, its metropolitan region and 

cities throughout the world.  

greatcities.uic.edu @UICGCI 

 

TEMPLE HOYNE BUELL CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE AT COLUMBIA 

UNIVERSITY  

Columbia University's Temple Hoyne Buell Center for the Study of American Architecture was founded in 1982. Its 

mission is to advance the interdisciplinary study of American architecture, urbanism, and landscape. A separately 

endowed entity within the Graduate School of Architecture, Planning, and Preservation, it sponsors research 

projects, workshops, public programs, publications, and awards.  

buellcenter.org, @buellcenter 

 

CHICAGO ARCHITECTURE BIENNIAL 

The Chicago Architecture Biennial seeks to convene the world's leading practitioners, theorists, and commentators 

in the field of architecture and urbanism to explore, debate, and demonstrate the significance of architecture to 

contemporary society. 

chicagoarchitecturebiennial.org, @chicagobiennial 
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